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First Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Listedonaccompan y in g FormPTO-1449aredocumentsthatmaybecon S ideredmaterial 
to theexaminationofthisapplication, in compliance with the duty of disclosure requirements of 
37C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98. 

The Examiner's attention is directed to document AT 1 7, which is in a foreign language. 
An English translation of document AT 17 is attached as document AS 17. 

Where the publication date ofa listed document does not provide a month of publication, 
the year of publication of the listed document is sufficiently earlier than the effective U.S. filing 
dateandanyforeignpriority date so that the month of publication is not in issue. Applicants have 
listedpublicationdateson^^ 

undersigned. However, the listed publication dates should not be const ruefasln admission that 
the information was actually published on the date indicated. f 
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Appncan.sreserve.hengh.toes.ablishftepa.en.abi^of.heclataedinven.ionoverany 
oftheinWionp.ovided herewith, and/ono prove «ha tt his i „ f o m a,io„ m a y no. be prior an 
and/or ,oprove,ha, .his ^fo^on may „ ot be e„ab,i„ g for , he te ach ing s purportedly offered. 

This statement shouid no, be construed as a representation that a search has been made 
or that information m ore material to the examination of the present patent appheation does no, 
exist. TT.eExaminerisspeeif.caHyreouestednottore.ysoWyon.hema.eriaisubmittedherewi.h 

to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in a prior application relied on under 35 U.S.C. § ,20. 
1138 OG 37, 38 (May 19, 1992). 

Applicants have checked the appropriate boxes below. 
□ 1. Tins First Supple m ental Information D.closure Statement 1S being filed w lt hin three 

monthsoftheU.S.filingdateORbeforethemailingdateofafirstOfficeAction 
on the merits. No statement or fee is required 

"2. ^-R-SupplementannformationDisclosureStatementisbeingfiledmoremanmree 
months after the U.S. filing dat e AND after the mailing date of the firs, Office 
Ac.,ono„ the merits, bu, before the mailing date of a Fina, Rejection or Noticeof 
Allowance. 

° a. I hereby state tha, each item of information contained in this ,„f orm a, ion 
D.sclosureStatement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office m a counterpart forcgn application no, more than three months 
pnor to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 37 C F R 
§ 1.97(e)(1). 

Ob. "-ebys a ,cma,„oi,emofinforma,io„i„,hisI„forma,ionDisc,osure S ta,emen, 
wascedmacommunicationfromaforeignpatentofficeinacounterpar, 
fore 1 g„app 1 ica,ionand, t omyk„o W ledgeaftermaki„greasonablein q uiry 
was known ,o any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. 5 , . 5 «( c ) more than 

three months prior ,0 the filing of this mformation Disclosure Statement 

37 C.F.R.§ 1.97(e)(2). 
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■c A »^-u r Chec k No.243 8 5 i „ ai ea m ou„ t ofS240.00 i „pa ym e„to f « h e f ee 
under 37C.F.R. § 1.17(p). 
□3. I^Fta^^^^.^^ 

mo„ ai sa ft e r ,heU.S. f i IingdateandafterthemailingdateofaFinal c(ionor 

e G roup Director; reques(ing consideration ^ (his infonnation 
Statement, „ concurrently submitted along ^ ^ ^ ^ 
in the amoun, of $ in payment of ^ fee ^ j? £ p r 



□ d. 



§1.170). 

I hereby * tha, each item of information contained in this Information 
D 1 sci OS ureS,ater„ entwascitedinaco ^ im . cat . onf . omafore . gnpatent 

office „. a counterpart foreign application not more than three months 
pnor to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 37 C F R 
§ 1 -97(e)(1). 

°e. '^tatematnoitemofin^^^ 

wasctedmacommunicationfromafo^gnpatentofficeinacounterpar, 
fore.gnapphcationand.tomyknowledgeaftermakingreasonableinquiry 
was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § , . 56 (c) more than 
threemonths prior to *e riling of this Information Disclosure Statement 
37C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2). 

H4. The document W as /w e re cited in a search report by a foreign patent office in a 

counterpartforeignapplication.SubmissionofanEnglish.anguageversionofthe 
"^fci^fc^^^^^^^^ 

05. 

The Examiner, attention is directed to co-pending U.S. Patent Applic a, io „ No 

7T~r: ' .whichisdirectedtorelated technical subjectmatter 

The ,de„, lfl ca,io„ of this U.S. Paten, Application is no, to be construed as a 
watver of secrecy as ,o tha, application now or upon issuance of the p rese „t 
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application as a patent. The Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the 
cited apphcation and the art cited therein during examination 
□ 7. Cop ies of the documents were cited by or submitted to the Office in Apphcation No. 
, filed which is re]ied upon for ^ earl fii date 

35 U.S.C. § 120. Thus, copies of these documents are not attached 37 C F R 
§ 1.98(d). ■ 

I. is respect^ requeued that ,he Examiner initial wd retum . copy ^ 

PTO- 1 449, m d i „dica tei „ t heo ffi cia 1 f ll e WI ap P erofft i spa,e„, a pp, i ca t io„ t hatthedocu m e„,s 

have been considered. 

TheU.S.PatentandTrademarfc Office is hereby authorized ,o charge any fee deficiency, 
or credit any overpayment, to our Deposit Account No. !9-0036. A dupiicate copy of this 
pleading is enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox p.l.l.c. 



Date 



Heidi L. Kraus 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 43,730 



1 100 New York Avenue, N.W 
Suite 600 

Washington, D.C. 20005-3934 
(202)371-2600 



